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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Education  Committee. 

Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  x'Vnnual  Report  for  1939. 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  the  Board  of  Education,  the  Report  is  on  a  much  less 
comprehensive  scale  than  in  former  years,  but  the  various  steps  taken  to  deal  with  the  new 
conditions  arising  from  the  war,  particularly  with  regard  to  evacuation,  are  indicated.  The 
routine  work  of  the  department  has  been  largely  maintained  and  has  been  extended  to  include 
the  evacuees. 

I  wish  to  express  my  indebtedness  to  Dr.  Eastwood  under  whose  general  supervision  the 
Report  has  been  prepared. 

I  am.  Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  TAYLOR, 

School  Medical  Officer. 

CouNTV  Health  Office, 

College  Hill, 

Shrewsbury, 

October,  1940. 


GENERAL. 

The  area  covered  by  the  Salop  Education  Authority  comprises  861,800  acres,  and  has  an 
estimated  population  of  241,000.  This  includes  the  area  represented  by  the  Borough  of  Shrews¬ 
bury,  which  is  an  independent  Authority  for  Elementary  Education. 

At  the  end  of  1939,  there  were  272  Elementary  Schools,  comprising  300  departments  and. 
25,650  children  were  on  the  register. 

The  .Staff  consisted  of  the  School  Medical  Officer,  the  Deputy  School  Medical  Officer  and 
six  Assistant  School  and  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officers  and  four  Dental  Officers. 

Changes  occurring  during  the  year  were  the  appointment  of  Dr.  C.  G.  Eastwood  as  Deputy 
School  Medical  Officer  and  Dr.  B.  O.  Moore  as  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer. 

An  additional  Dental  Surgeon  and  Dental  x\ttendant  have  been  appointed,  and  commenced 
duty  on  x4pril  1st,  1939. 

In  addition  to  the  Medical  Officers  and  Dental  Officers  above  mentioned,  the  staff  during 
the  year  consisted  of  : — 

4  Dental  Attendants. 

1  Whole- time  School  Nurse. 

13  Health  Visitors  undertaking  school  nursing. 

42  District  Nurses  undertaking  school  nursing. 

2  Nurses  working  independently. 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 

Despite  the  disturbances  caused  by  the  outbreak  of  war,  medical  inspection  and  treatment 
have  continued  with  no  appreciable  curtailment.  This  has  been  possible  owing  to  the  appointment 
of  an  additional  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  shortly  before  the  war  began,  an  addition 
which  enabled  the  service  to  be  largely  maintained  in  spite  of  the  sudden  increase  in  the  school 
population  caused  by  evacuation. 


NUTRITION. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Education,  the  assessment  of 
nutrition  set  out  in  Table  II  at  the  end  of  this  report  is  made  only  in  respect  of  the  first  eight 
months  of  the  year,  i.e.,  to  the  outbreak  of  war.  The  number  of  nutritional  assessments  is 
therefore  less  than  usual,  but  proportional  comparisons  with  previous  years  are  still  valid. 
It  would  obviously  have  invalidated  the  figures  for  comparative  purposes  if  the  evacuees, 
who  were  present  in  the  County  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  had  been  included. 

The  percentage  distribution  of  children  in  the  various  nutritional  groups  does  not  differ 
materially  from  previous  years. 


WAR  MEASURES. 

At  the  outbreak  of  war,  9,992  Elementary  School  Children  evacuees  entered  the  County. 
The  ordinary  school  medical,  dental  and  nursing  services  of  the  County  were  made  available  for 
them  equally  with  Shropshire  children.  Facilities  for  treatment  were  increased  by  equipping 
the  school  nurses  with  materials  suitable  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments  and  this  treat¬ 
ment  was  carried  out  in  the  schools,  as  far  as  was  practicable,  to  obviate  long  journeys  of 
evacuees  to  the  regular  school  clinics. 

The  treatment  of  uncleanliness  constituted  the  major  problem,  but  this  was  vigorously 
attacked  by  school  nurses  and  voluntary  helpers  and  a  reasonable  degree  of  cleanliness  was 
established  in  a  surprisingly  short  time. 

After  the  first  influx  of  evacuees  ceased,  it  became  obvious  that  semi-permanent  arrangements 
would  require  to  be  made  for  persistently  dirty  children  or  for  those  suffering  from  complaints 
which  it  was  unreasonable  to  expect  foster  parents  to  nurse  and  deal  with  in  billets.  Accordingly, 
accommodation  was  set  aside  in  some  of  the  Public  Assistance  Institutions  as  Sick  Bays,  and 
this  arrangement  has  proved  very  satisfactory. 

A  Medical  Officer  and  School  Nurse  were  sent  with  the  children  from  Smethwick  and 
remained  in  Shropshire  for  some  weeks,  giving  valuable  help  during  the  period  of  greatest  stress. 

School  Nurse  was  eventually  sent  from  Liverpool  and  has  since  been  permanent!}^  stationed 
at  Bridgnorth. 

The  principal  health  problem  which  has  emerged  from  the  evacuation  proceedings  has  been 
that  of  personal  cleanliness  but,  by  the  end  of  1939,  the  problem  had  greatly  diminished  omng 
to  active  methods  employed  in  the  County  and  to  the  return  of  large  numbers  of  evacuees  to 
their  own  homes. 

The  School  Medical  Department  has  been  in  touch  with  Billeting  Officers  upon  the  health 
aspects  of  evacuation,  and  co-operation  where  it  has  been  necessary  has  been  satisfactory. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLES. 

*  Figures  for  Evacuees  are  included  in  the  various  total  figures  for  the  County  as  a  whole,  as 

well  as  being  given  separately  in  italics. 


SECTION  1. — Elementary  Schools. 


Table  I. — A— Routine  Medical  Inspections. 


Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  groups  : — 


1938 

1939 

Entrants  .  . 

2,862 

2,777 

[171  . 

evacuees.) 

Intermediates 

2,892 

3,019 

(148 

) 

Leavers 

2,639 

2,626 

(127 

) 

Total 

8,393 

8,422 

(446 

„  ) 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections 

— 

— 

— 

-B — Other  Inspections. 

1938 

1939 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 

4,306 

5,237 

(1,228 

evacuees.) 

Number  of  Re-inspections 

11,401 

9,798 

(  601 

„  ) 

Total 

15,707 

15,035 

(1,829 

) 

TABLE  II.— CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  NUTRITION  OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED  IN  THE  ROUTINE  AGE 
GROUPS  UP  TO  AUGUST  31st,  1939. 


Age  Groups. 

Number  of 
Children 
Inspected. 

A. 

(Excellent) . 

B. 

(Normal). 

C. 

(Slightly 
Subnormal) . 

D. 

(Bad). 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

/o 

Entrant.s 

1717 

126 

7.34 

1335 

77.75 

253 

14.73 

3 

0.17 

Second  Age-group 

1845 

164 

8.89 

1378 

74.69 

297 

16.10 

6 

0.33 

Third  Age-group 

1535 

182 

11.86 

1156 

75.31 

195 

12.70 

2 

0.13 

Other  Routine  Inspections 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

«  • 

Total  for  1939 

5097 

472 

9.26 

3869 

75.91 

745 

14.62 

11 

0.22 

„  „  1938 

8393 

1012 

12.06 

6308 

75.16 

1058 

12.61 

15 

0.17 
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TABLE  III. 

Blind  Children  not  receiving  Education  suitable  for  their  special  needs — One. 

(Special  education  temporarily  ceased  on  outbreak  of  war,  but  re-commenced  January,  1940). 

Deaf  Children  not  receiving  Education  suitable  for  their  special  needs — One. 

(Special  Education  suspended  since  outbreak  of  war). 


TABLE  IV.— RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  TREATED  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1939. 

Group  I. — Minor  Ailments. 


Number  of  defects  treated,  or  under 
treatment  during  the  year. 

Defect  or  Disease. 

(1) 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

(2) 

Otherwise. 

(3) 

Total. 

(4) 

Skin — 

Ringworm — -Scalp — 

(i)  X-Ray  Treatment 

4 

(— ) 

1  — 

5 

(-) 

(ii)  Other  ,, 

11 

{1) 

2  _ 

13 

(i) 

Ringworm — Body 

29 

(^) 

1  — 

30 

{4) 

Scabies  . . 

41 

[ID 

1  — 

42 

{17) 

Impetigo 

470 

{195) 

—  — 

470 

{195) 

Other  Skin  Diseases  ... 

559 

{215) 

7  — 

566 

{215) 

Minor  Eye  Defects — 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding  cases  falling  in 
Group  II) 

383 

{104) 

1  - 

384 

{104) 

Minor  Ear  Defects 

,  « 

302 

{63) 

14  — 

316 

{63) 

Miscellaneous — 

{e.g.,  Minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores,  chilblains,  etc.) 

•  • 

3043 

{606) 

17  — 

3060 

[606) 

Total 

•  • 

4842 

{1205) 

44  — 

4886 

{1205) 

Group  II. — Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects  included  in  Group  I.) 


No.  of  Defects  dealt  with.  i|  No.  of  children  for  whom 

i'  spectacles  were 


t 

Defect  or  Disease. 

(i) 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

(2) 

Otherwise. 

(3) 

t 

Total. 

(4) 

Prescribed. 

(1) 

Obtained. 

(2) 

(i) 

Under 

the 

Author¬ 

ity’s 

1  Scheme. 

(ii) 

Other¬ 

wise. 

(i) 

Under 

the 

Author¬ 

ity’s 

Scheme. 

(ii) 

Other¬ 

wise. 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including 

i 

squint) 

1045  {38) 

128  — 

1173  (3.S) 

Other  Defect  or  Disease  of  the  Eyes 

18  — 

8  — 

26  — 

Total  .  . 

1063  (3<^) 

136  — 

1199  {38) 

817  {32) 

106  — 

j 

812  (32) 

103  — 

Note — ■lugures  for  Evacuees  are  included  in  the  Shropshire  figures  and  also  given  separateh*  in  italics. 
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Group  HI. — ^Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  Defects — ■ 


Received  Operative  Treatment. 

Under  the 
Authority’s  Scheme 
in  Clinic  or 
Hospital. 

(1) 

By  Private 
Practitioner  or 
Hospital,  apart  from 
the  Authority's 
Scheme. 

(2) 

Total. 

(3) 

Received  other 
forms 

of  Treatment. 

(4) 

Total  number 
treated . 

(5) 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

53  — 

4  — 

231  {2) 

o  - 

25  — 

—  — 

23  — 

—  — 

78  — 

4  — 

254  (2) 

5  — 

19  — 

360  (2) 

(i)  Tonsils  only,  (ii)  Adenoids  only,  (iii)  Tonsils  and  adenoids,  (iv)  Other  defects  of  the  nose  and  throat. 


Group  IV. — Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 


Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme. 

(1) 

Otherwise. 

(2) 

Residential 

treatment 

with 

education. 

(i) 

Residential 

treatment 

without 

education. 

(ii) 

Non- 

residential 
treatment 
at  an 

orthopae4ic 

clinic. 

(iii) 

Residential 

treatment 

with 

education. 

(i) 

Residential 

treatment 

without 

education. 

(ii) 

Non- 

residential 
treatment 
at  an 

orthopaedic 

clinic. 

(iii) 

Total 

number 

treated. 

Number  of 
children 
treated  . . 

81 

— 

1065 

— 

— 

1068 

TABLE  V.— DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 


Routine  Age  Groups  Inspected. 


Age  . . 

Under 

5 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

Total 

Total 

344 

1734 

2244 

2429 

2709 

2618 

2567 

2458 

2359 

2290 

328 

6 

22086 

Evacuees  .  . 

12 

88 

127 

U8 

169 

191 

208 

171 

202 

157 

19 

1 

1468 

Note — Figures  for  Evacuees  are  included  in  the  Shropshire  figures  and  also  given  separately  in  italics. 
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Half-days  devoted  to  : — 
Fillings  : — 

Extractions  : — 


TABLE  V. — continued. 

Specials  ..  ..  219  (22) 

Number  found  to  require  treatment 
Number  actually  treated 
Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 

Inspection 
Treatment 
Permanent  teeth 
Temporary  teeth 
Permanent  teeth 
Temporary  teeth 

Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extractions 

(  Permanent  teeth 

other  operations  |  Temporary  teeth  . . 


Total  (Routine  and  Specials) 


219 

1,153 

5,350 

434 

1,968 

11,771 

1,342 

562 


{15) 
{22) 
{43) 
{4) 
{98) 
{247) 
•  • 

(5) 

(-?) 


Total 

Total 

Total 

Nil. 

Total 


22,305 

{1.490) 

14,978 

{726) 

10,733 

{271) 

11,858 

{277) 

1,372 

{37) 

5,784 

{47) 

13,739 

{345) 

1,904 

(6) 

TABLE  VI.— UNCLEANLINESS  AND  VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS. 

(1)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the  year  by  the  School  Nurses 

(2)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  schools  by  the  School  Nurses. . 

(3)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean 

(4)  Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made  by  the  Local  Education 

Authority  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ^ . 

(5)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  : — 

{a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  . . 

(6)  Under  School  Attendance  Bye-Laws 


7.65 

83,824 

{8,654) 

2,173 

{1,341) 

0 

(0) 

0 

(0) 

8 

(0) 

SECTION  2. — Secondary  Schools. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  NUTRITION  OF  SECONDARY  SCHOOL  CHILDREN  (up  to  August  31st,  1939). 


Number  of 
Children. 
937 


Routine  Inspections. 


Excellent.  Normal, 

167  753 

17.82  80.36 


Slightly 

Suh-normal.  Bad. 

17  0 

1.81  — 


DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 
Routine  Age  Groups  Inspected. 


Age 

Under 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

Over 

18 

Total. 

Total 

1 

52 

250 

362 

372 

328 

243 

139 

82 

30 

1859 

Evacuees  .  . 

— 

— 

11 

61 

89 

59 

74 

42 

19 

11 

3 

369 

Specials  .  .  .  .  19  {3) 

Number  found  to  require  treatment 
Number  actually  treated 
Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 

Half-days  devoted  to  ^  Inspection 


Fillings 


Total  Routine  and  Specials 


f 


Treatment 
Permanent  teeth 
Temporary  teeth 
Permanent  teeth 
Temporary  teeth 
Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extractions 

Permanent  teeth 


Extractions 


Other  operations 


Temporary  teeth 


36 

no 

705 

0 

337 

108 

128 

0 


{4) 
{12) 
{102) 
iO) 
{45) 
(7) 
•  • 

(4) 

{0) 


Total 


Total 


Total 

Nil. 

Total 


1,878 

1,123 

743 

911 

146 

705 

445 

128 


{388) 

{158) 

{92) 

{100) 

{16) 

{102) 

{52) 

(4) 


Note — Figures  for  Evacuees  are  included  in  the  Shropshire  figures  and  also  given  separately  in  italics. 


